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Hospital reopens after 
refurbishment
In December 2012 Purley War Memorial Hospital’s £11.1 million makeover 
got underway, after Croydon South MP Richard Ottaway removed the historic 
building’s first brick.

The “Tapping Out” ceremony signals the start of a project – which will involve 80 
workers during the 30-week construction phase’s peak – to transform the Outpatients 
Department. The Miller construction team, had been “stripping out” the building since last 
November.

Commenting back in December last year Mr Ottaway said, “I’m delighted to see that work 
has started on Purley Hospital. After many years of campaigning for a redevelopment of 
the site, it fills me with pride to have been invited to remove the first brick of a wall that is 
coming down to make way for a state-of-the-art facility.”

“What this new hospital means is that the majority of outpatient services for the south of 
the borough will be provided in the south of the borough.”

“It means improved facilities nearer to my constituents’ homes, and it can’t come too 
soon.”

Formark Scaffolding was one of the subcontractor team who were involved with work at 
the hospital. Establised in 1992, Formark Scaffolding is a privately owned company run 

by experienced scaffolding specialists committed to adhering to the highest health, safety 
and training standards in the industry. 

Providing an all-round service that delivers planning, design, erection, site attendance and 
dismantling we have a workforce in excess of 40 fully qualified scaffolders. 

Strategically based on the London/Surrey border the company are close to the south’s 
motorway network and direct routes in to London – giving them fast access to their 
clients’ sites. 

The knowledgeable and skilled scaffolders at Formark Scaffolding were part of the team 
that worked on the Purley War Memorial Hospital refurbishment. The team at Formark 
scaffolding implement a wide-range of scaffolding techniques to suit small or large 
projects in both public and private sectors – including many of London’s most prestigious 
landmarks such as Downing Street, the Albert Memorial and Harrods.

The redevelopment of the hospital has made it a base for local GPs. The existing war 
memorial has been removed during the works and reinstated in the new entrance area.
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Dominic Conlin, Director for Commercial Development at Croydon Health Services NHS 
Trust, said, “We’re going to see about 90,000 outpatient appointments being dealt with, 
which will mean fewer people having to travel to Croydon for services there.”
The hospital reopened in July this year after the £ 11.15m refurbishment. It sees around 
3,000 patient attendances each month with plans to increase this to 7,500 per month by 
the end of March 2014. 

The hospital is now a 21st century healthcare facility for central Purley creating a new 
centre for integrated care services that brings care closer to home to the thousands of 
people who live in the area.

The new physiotherapy and diabetic retinopathy (a test for an eye disease caused by 
diabetes) clinics re-started in July and there is an expanded imaging service  providing 
a greater range of diagnostics, with x-ray, ultrasound and dexa (a type of x-ray used 
primarily for bone scans).

The Urgent Care Centre on the site, which continued to serve the local community during 
the renovation period, has now moved to its permanent home in the iconic old outpatients 
building facing Brighton Road.

Formark Celebrates 21 Years

Formark Scaffolding is one of the most highly respected independent scaffolding 
contractors operating in London and the South East. They have an enviable reputation for 
the quality of their work and for consistently providing innovative, tailor made scaffolding 
services for renovation, repair and new build projects, such as the refurbishment of the 
Purley War Memorial Hospital in Croydon, Surrey.

Contracted by Miller Construction we were heavily involved in the £11 million scheme 
over an eight month period to provide practical scaffolding designs, a fast and efficient 
erection and dismantling service and full site support.

Opened in 1907 the hospital has recently undergone a major facelift to bring the buildings 
and facilities up to 21st century standards and like the hospital Formark Scaffolding work 
hard to achieve high rates of customer satisfaction.

The company are committed to exceeding the highest health, safety and training 
standards set by the industry and have an impeccable safety record. To keep it this way 
the company ensure that all their scaffolders are C.I.T.B. and C.I.S.R.S. certified and that 
there is a commitment to health and safety throughout the company covered by:

• Independent assessments by health and safety consultants Hamilton Deed to ensure we 
are up to date with the latest best practice and law and that we are implementing them.

• Independent accreditation by CHAS, the Contractors Health and Safety Assessment 
Scheme, SMAS,Worksafe Contractor and SAFE,SAFE Contractor, all of which are 
recognised by SSIP, Safety Schemes in Procurement.

• Transport –Formark holds an Operators Licence (VOSA) and is a member of the Road 
Haulage Association (RHA).

Scaffolding Services

The company’s knowledgeable and skilled scaffolders have been implementing a wide-
range of scaffolding techniques to suit small or large projects in both public and private 
sectors for 21-years, including:

• Traditional independent and system scaffolding 
• High level cantilevered and hanging scaffolding 
• Heavy duty support and shoring 
• Temporary roofs and canopies 
• Stairways and staging 
• Powered hoist and cradle systems 
• Hoardings and lighting
• Scaffold security systems 

There is a lot more information on the company�s website www.formarkscaffolding.co.uk, 
including details of their latest community initiative � collecting old mobile phones to help 
raise £50,000 for Radio Marsden, the charity run radio station broadcasting to patients at 
the world-renowned Royal Marsden cancer hospitals in London and Surrey. 


